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1 . REFTEL PROVIDED PRESS GUIDANCE ON THE STATUS OF MEAT 
IMPORT NEGOTIATIONS. DEPARTMENT SPOKESMEN ALSO HAS 
FOLLOWING CONTINGENCY GUIDANCE REGARDING THE ALLOCATION 
FOR PANAMA. QUOTE QUESTION: IS IT TRUE THAT THE INCREASE 
FOR PANAMA WAS DOUBLE ITS PREVIOUS SHARE WHILE THE IN- 
CREASES OF THE OTHER COUNTRIES WERE ONLY 3 PERCENT AND 
THAT THIS WAS DONE IN PART BECAUSE OF THE SENSITIVITY OF 
THE PAN AM A CANAL NEGOTIATIONS? ANSWER: PANAMA’S IN- 
CREASE CORRECTS AN ANOMALY WHICH ARISES IN THE CASE OF PANAM 
FROM APPLICATION OF THE GENERAL ALLOCATION FORMULA BASED 
ON EXPORTS TO THE US DURING 1973/1974. PANAMA’S EXPORTS 

TO US DURING THOSE YEARS WERE ABNORMALLY LOW. UNQUOTE. 

2. UNDERSTANDINGS WITH ALL MAJOR EXPORTING COUNTRIES ARE 
BEING COMPLETED WITH EXCHANGES OF NOTES PRESENTLY UNDER- 
WAY IN WASHINGTON. 

3. THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 1977 PROVIDE FOR THE FOLLOWING 
LEVELS OF SHIPMENTS TO THE US: (IN MILLIONS OF POUNDS) 

AUSTRALIA, 653.0; BELIZE, 0.5; CANADA, 75.0; COSTA RICA, 

55.6; DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, 15.0; EL SALVADOR, 11.9; 

GUATEMALA, 35.6; HAITI, 2.0; HONDURAS, 37.2; MEXICO, 

62.1; NEW ZEALAND, 268.3; NICARAGUA, 50.7 AND PANAMA, 5.0. 

EMBASSY SHOULD AVOID DISCUSSION OF ALLOCATION FIGURE FOR 
ANY COUNTRY OTHER THAN HOST COUNTRY. KISSINGER 
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